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Editorial 
 
I would like to apologise profusely for the lateness of this issue.  It was 
substantially completed in Hilary, but then certain things intervened: I had 
to finish and submit my D.Phil. thesis, I had to look for and find a job, I had 
to organise a wedding and get married.  So now at long last, before trudging 
off to the fens of the Other Place (otherwise known as Minas Tirith), I can 
present to you this Miruvor as my parting gift. 
 There are some poems and reviews as usual, a lot of humour, and 
song lyrics from the Banquet (two distinct categories which sometimes 
intersect, so as not to upset tradition), and after an agonising wait of over 
half a year, the solutions to Sara Sharpton’s mind-bending Word Search.  All 
I can say in my defence is that I’m not quite as bad as an academic publisher 
(yet).   But if you want something to keep you busy for the next six months, 
take a look at Aram Mikaelian’s pictorial puzzle.  If you look hard enough, 
you will also find a lonely little “pro” speech from the exceedingly lively 
and well-attended display of intellectual fireworks that was the debate on 
the dramatisation of fantasy.  Someone will need to learn shorthand -- or at 
least the art of transcribing indistinct recordings -- if brilliant discussions 
such as the above-mentioned, or improvised oral storytelling about two 
sisters on a green felt snooker table are to be safeguarded from (un)merciful 
oblivion.  Alternatively, Miruvor could become a multi-media experience, 
and I leave that for the next editor to contemplate. 

Above all, however, this is an artistic issue.   I hope everyone will 
enjoy the drawings by Ada Grabowska and her diligent, perhaps talented?, 
certainly imaginative! pupils.   
 
(Disclaimer: The editor bears no responsibility for misspelled names, the 
blame lies entirely with Devious Handwritings™)  

 
Anna Vaninskaya 
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LORDS AND LADIES 
a stage adaptation by Stephen Briggs of one of Terry Pratchett's most-

praised Discworld novels 
reviewed by Colin Jack 

  
Well, it wasn't one of his very best, but IMHO still pretty good. 
  
I got quite a fright at the start, when it became apparent that a narrator 
would play a major role, a sign of weakness in an adaptation. I've only seen 
this in one of Briggs's many other works. And the Fairy Queen was quite 
badly miscast: she is supposed to appear seductive and welcoming, empress 
of marvels initially; her wicked nature is meant to be apparent only later. 
The actress's vocal control wasn't up to it, and some simple special effects 
should have picked out Fairyland as a tempting illusion. Something as 
simple as varied lighting, with the Elves' costumes chosen so they 
looked classy under amber filter, but drab in white light, would have done 
it. Plus a projected backdrop of beautiful flower garden or something 
similar. The fact the audience could see it was projection, not real solid 
scenery, would have been entirely appropriate. 
  
But it quickly got better. Briggs did his usual excellent job of picking out the 
right plot threads for a reasonable length play of a long book, rightly 
focusing on Weatherwax's might-have-been romance with Ridcully, 
jettisoning the Ogg-Casanunda sideshow, and paring the size of the visiting-
wizards expedition to the minimum. 
  
Of the three witches Magrat was excellent, Weatherwax and Ogg both good 
after slightly shaky starts. Weatherwax would have looked more sensible in 
a shorter hat which didn't keep catching on doorways, and could have 
contrasted nicely with showy Halloween hats on the young pretender 
witches. The male cast was stronger: excellent Ridcully, Verence and Shawn; 
country bumpkins good. Briggs gave himself only a walk-on part as the Elf 
King; it would have been stronger if he'd concentrated on Shakespearean 
majesty without the firework special effect. 
  
It would have been nice to see the 'Elves are wonderful... they provoke  
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wonder' verse split between two people, perhaps Magrat giving the first and 
Weatherwax the second half of each line. And I'd have liked to hear the 
punchline about Magrat's inspiration while wearing the armour of her 
Boadicea-like ancestor: it is based on something entirely false, the creation of 
an over-imaginative historian, which luckily she doesn't know while she's 
doing her Xena-warrior-princess bit. 
  
But overall it was an excellent job. Lords and Ladies is a thick book, the only 
Discworld novel that combines the full Lancre character set plus that of 
Unseen University, and it's much harder than it seems to pare such a 
narrative down to an easy-to-follow stage sequence. The play got much 
better as it progressed: from a weak start with too much narration, we soon 
got believable depth of character and tension. I'd give it 8 out of 10. 
  
Some of us chatted to Stephen Briggs in the pub afterwards. Interesting tid-
bits: Terry has just finished a new Tiffany book, it should be out by early 
summer. He's starting on a new adult Discworld book, but its nature is still 
Top Secret. Briggs thought the Narnia film was OK, but hinted it should 
have been shorter: even though it is based on a short children's book, they 
could still have been more selective. He doesn't like the Rincewind books, 
and has only done one for the stage, both because Rincewind is a rather two-
dimensional character and, most interestingly, because he doesn't think 
travel stories in general dramatise well, as too many scene changes are 
jarring for the audience. On reflection, I wonder if it is too much of a 
challenge even for the greatest author to depict _subtle_ character 
development in a quest story: can we judge small changes in stature without 
some constant background to give us contours of reference? 
  
(C) Colin Jack 2006 
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Top Ten Alternative Things Written On 
The Ring 

Keith Fraser 
 
10. Not An Evil Artifact Of Hideous Power  
9. What Would Brian Boitano Do?  
8. Feel The Power Of The Dark Side  
7. Ow, That Hurt! Please Don't Do That Again!  
6. The Ultimate Answer To Life, The Universe And Everything Is [scratch mark]  
5. Made You Look!  
4. Placing Ring In Any Heat Source Will Invalidate Warranty  
3. Redeemable At Selected Bastions Of Darkness For 5 Bottles Of Orc-Brew  
2. All Your Base Are Belong To Us  
1. i LuV u ElIjAh!!!!!!!  
 

Top Ten LOTR Toys 
 
10. Gorbag and Shagrat Boxed Set - figures never stop arguing loudly with each 
other.  
9. Bill Ferny Figure - tells all your secrets to the highest bidder.  
8. Mount Doom Playset: insert Gollum figure and Ring accessory (sold separately), 
and it blows up your house. No refunds.  
7. Frodo Wearing Ring Figure - just an empty box.  
6. Indestructible Glorfindel Figure - drop it off a cliff while in combat pose with 
Balrog Figure (sold separately) and it returns in several thousand years time. Glows 
in the dark.  
5. Sandyman's New Mill Playset - gives off a constant stream of toxic waste. Ideal 
for getting your own back on garden-proud neighbours. Sandyman Figure sold 
separately.  
4. Cirdan's Ship Model - place on a large body of water and it sails off westward 
never to be seen again.  
3. Arwen Doll - just a remodelled Xena action figure!  
2. Moria Guardroom Well Playset - drop a stone down it and a screaming horde of 
Orcs and Trolls led by a Balrog will come up out of the ground and  
attack you. Makes an ideal gift for your worst enemy.  
1. Hobbit Barbie.  
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Top Ten LOTR T-Shirt Messages 
 
10. I'm with the Hobbit standing behind me.  
9. My friends went to Mordor and all I got was this stupid T-Shirt.  
8. Battle of the Pelennor Fields, March 3019.  
7. I [HEART] Arwen.  
6. I survived Bilbo Baggins' birthday party!  
5. I'm with the guy wearing the Ring. -->  
4. My other T-shirt is made of mithril.  
3. I'm with the fool of a Took! -->  
2. Creation of Arda, Before The Dawn Of Time.  
1. I issss with my other persssonality, preciousss. --> 
 

Top Ten Things People In LOTR 
Wouldn't Say 

 
10. Wormtongue: "I'm actually a spy for Saruman and I fancy Eowyn."  
9. Galadriel: "Gimme the Ring! I'm going to take over the world! 
MWAHAHAHAHA!"  
8. Aragorn: "I love you, Eowyn."  
7. Boromir: "Minas Tirith sucks."  
6. Gandalf: "Someone else can save the world. I'm going to put my feet up."  
5. Ugluk: "OK Grishnakh, you can take command."  
4. Gollum: Anything without the word "precious" in it somewhere.  
3. Denethor: "Of course we're going to win this war!"  
2. Eowyn: "Does anyone want some fresh-baked cookies?"  
1. Sam: "Shut the **** up, Frodo! I'm tired too, but do you see me complaining?" 
 

Top Ten Middle-Earth Jerry Springer 
Episodes 

 
10. I Refuse To Wear Shoes.  
9. I Am An Evil Elder Spirit Who Wants To Take Over The World.  
8. The King's New Counsellor Is Eyeing Up My Sister.  
7. Our Wives Have All Vanished Off The Face Of The Earth.  
6. I Don't Have A Corporeal Body. 
7 

 
5. What Am I? Half-Elves Speak Out.  
4. My Father Tried To Set Fire To Me.  
3. My Daughter's In Love With A Mortal.  
2. Baggins Stole My Precious!  
1. My Wife Left Me And Sailed Off To Another Dimension.  
 

Top Ten Muttered Comments That 
Nobody Heard During Lord Of The 

Rings 
 
10. "I'd kill for some fried fish and chips, but I can't spoil my image." - Gollum after 
turning down Sam's offer.  
9. "What does he think I am, a ------ taxi service?" - Gwaihir while carrying Gandalf 
AGAIN.  
8. "I don't really want to defeat Sauron - I just need an engagement ring and every 
shop in Minas Tirith was sold out." - Boromir on Amon Hen.  
7. "It's a pity I can't speak and therefore can't tell them about the Grand Unification 
Theory I just finished working on." - Bill the pony.  
6. "In 5000 years time, people will denounce me for killing dark-skinned people." - 
Theoden at the Pelennor.  
5. "Holy Eru, but that beard is gorgeous!" - Galadriel about Gimli.  
4. "[CENSORED]" - Sauron as Gollum fell into the Crack of Doom.  
3. "------ men." - Rosie after Sam went off on an adventure without telling her.  
2. "In 5000 years time, people STILL won't know who I am! Hey dol, derry dol..." - 
Tom Bombadil.  
1. "This would never have happened if I had given her that pony for her 112th 
birthday." - Elrond at Aragorn and Arwen's wedding.  
 

Top Ten LOTR Movie Spinoffs  
 
10. Dark Towering Inferno - Shagrat attempts to escape the collapsing Barad-Dur.  
9. Eowlan - Girl dresses as man and goes to war...need I say more?  
8. Sauron's Peak - Pierce Brosnan tries to get a town full of orcs to evacuate before 
Mt Doom blows.  
7. Armageddon: The Remake - Elrond as Bruce Willis, Aragorn as Ben Affleck, 
Arwen as Liv Tyler...  
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6. Arachnophobia 2: The Return Of Shelob - enough said.  
5. The First Voyage Of Frodo - featuring quaint stop-motion animated monsters, an 
evil sorceror and a beautiful Elf-maid thrown in as a sub-plot.  
4. Pippin Took - a hobbit becomes a hero despite not being terribly smart ("Momma 
always said that life is like a plate of mushrooms...").  
3. Hobbiton Pie - four young hobbits are determined to get laid before Mid-Year's 
Day.  
2. South By Southwest - Lotho Sackville-Baggins is mistaken for Frodo, and is 
chased all over the Shire by Black Riders, eventually having a showdown with them 
on the Pillars of Argonath.  
1. Citizen Thain - hobbit reporters look back on Pippin's tumultuous life.  
 

Top Five Middle-Earth Chat-Up Lines 
 
5. "I think you set [the diamond] too high, for it is dimmed by the light of your 
eyes." (Aldarion to Erendis, Unfinished Tales)  
4. "Yet more fair is the living land of Lorien, and the Lady Galadriel is above all the 
jewels that lie beneath the earth!" (Gimli to Galadriel, Fellowship of the Ring)  
3. "Then, Eowyn of Rohan, I say to you that you are beautiful. In the valleys of our 
hills there are flowers fair and bright, and maidens fairer still; but neither flower nor 
lady have I seen till now in Gondor so lovely, and so sorrowful." (Faramir 
to...ummm...Eowyn , Return of the King)  
2. Whatever it was Eol said to Aredhel (it must have been good!), the Silmarillion.  
1. "Tinuviel! Tinuviel!" (Beren to Luthien, the Silmarillion; Aragorn to Arwen, Lord 
of the Rings Appendix A) 
 

Top Ten Middle-Earth 
Magazines/Newspapers Bought At 

Supermarket Checkouts 
 
10. Playelf (and its companion publications Playhobbit, Playent and Playdwarf)  
9. Spelunkers of Middle-Earth (this week, advice on what to do if you meet a Balrog)  
8. Amateur Ringmaker (Saruman is a subscriber)  
7. Middle-Earth Mothering (including tips on bringing up mixed-species children)  
6. Toweropolitan (get the inside scoop on inter-species relationships)  
5. Model Warriors (special offer this month - buy all 9 Nazgul and get Sauron free!)  
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4. All-Seeing Eye (juicy secrets from across Middle-Earth)  
3. The Middle-Earth Inquirer (featuring ludicrous predictions of Sauron returning 
and Saruman being evil from unreliable sources such as some guy known as 'Grey 
Pilgrim')  
2. Arien (featuring topless Elf women on page 3 and speculation about cross-
dressing among the royal family of Rohan)  
1. Mae Govannen! Magazine (this week featuring exclusive coverage of Aragorn 
and Arwen's wedding and a look at the interior decor of Edoras) 
 

Top Ten Ways To Make LOTR More 
Like Baldur's Gate 2 

 
10. Galadriel is an evil ebony-skinned elf, who may or may not fall in love with 
Frodo.  
9. Sauron sounds like Alan Rickman.  
8. Boromir betrays the Fellowship because Sauron put a geas on him. They have to 
take his heart to a temple after they kill him in order to grant his soul peace.  
7. Rosie Cotton joins the Fellowship, eventually turning out to be Frodo's half-sister.  
6. Merry continuously tells far-fetched anecdotes, many of which involve turnips.  
5. Saruman has a strong Russian accent, and insults everyone else to himself in 
bracketed speech.  
4. Arwen used to be a winged elf, but was enslaved and sold to a circus at a young 
age, and her wings were removed without anaesthetic because they were 
atrophying in her cage.  
3. Aragorn has his name changed to Valygar.  
2. Bill the Pony is replaced by a hamster called Boo, who Sam insists is a Miniature 
Giant Space Hamster.  
1. Frodo is the son of Morgoth, one of a score of mortal progeny who Morgoth 
spawned to fuel his rebirth after his defeat by the Valar. 
 

Top Ten Extras Dropped From The Two 
Towers DVD 

 
10. Mystery Science Theatre 3000 version.  
9. 300 bonus scenes of Gimli falling over.  
8. Martin Csokas sounds off about how his character came off as a stoned idiot in 
the theatrical version of Fellowship.  
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7. Trailer for Brain Dead II: Even Brain Deader.  
6. Easter egg showing Peter Jackson's daring break-in at Skywalker Ranch to replace 



the script for Star Wars: Episode II with a pile of laughable rubbish.  
5. Commentary track with three screaming teenyboppers giggling about how hot 
Elijah/Viggo/Orlando looks in every shot.  
4. Elijah Wood and Sean Astin talking for 3 hours about how disgusting it was to fall 
in that marsh.  
3. Extra deleted scene where the Ents do a conga.  
2. The 46 takes they had to do to get the 'Legolas swings up onto a horse' scene right.  
1. The Arwen swimsuit calendar.  
 

Top Ten Ways To Make LoTR More Hip, 
Funky And Modern 

 
10. Frodo, Sam, Merry and Pippin form a band and describe the quest as a 'road 
trip'.  
9. The Old Forest is in fact an urban ghetto on the wrong side of the Brandywine 
Railroad tracks, and Tom Bombadil is a shellsuit-wearing gangsta-rapper who helps 
our heroes escape the totally square local police sergeant, Old 'The Man' Willow.  
8. When the Hobbits get to Rivendell, the Elves throw a techno dance party in their 
honour.  
7. Gandalf refers to the Balrog as a 'mofo'.  
6. Matrix-style fight sequences with rock music, slow-motion shots and gravity-
defying acrobatics and martial arts.  
5. Hooded grey elven-cloaks replaced by hooded black sweatshirts. With chains.  
4. The Ents take Saruman to court for causing pollution and win despite being the 
little people up against the big corporation.  
3. Gollum keeps begging to be allowed to touch the Ring for 'just one more hit'.  
2. LOTS more nudity. All in the interest of keepin' it real, like, y'know?  
1. Frodo is played by Eminem, Sam by Pauley Shore, Merry and Pippin by the 
Wayans brothers, Tom Bombadil by Ali G, Gandalf by Samuel L. Jackson, Legolas 
by Leonardo DiCaprio, Aragorn by Vin Diesel, Boromir by The Rock, Gimli by Mr. 
T, Arwen by Bjork, Galadriel by Britney Spears, Eomer by Will Smith, Eowyn by 
Halle Berry, Celeborn by Justin Timberlake, Faramir by Johnny Depp, Saruman by 
Alan Rickman, Wormtongue by Christopher Walken, Gollum by Ewan McGregor, 
Treebeard by Swampy, and Sauron by Mike Myers.  
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Top Ten Ways LotR Would Be Different 
If It Was Written By Quentin Tarantino 

 
10. There are 88 Nazgul instead of 9. Eowyn kills all of them with Anduril in a 
matter of minutes, except for one who she tells to go home to his mother. Then she 
shortens the Witch-King (who is played by Lucy Liu) by a few inches.  
9. The One Ring is replaced by the One Briefcase. We never find out what was in it.  
8. Frodo is played by Samuel L. Jackson, and Sam by John Travolta. They have a 
conversation about what stewed rabbit is called in different parts of the world, and 
take shelter at Faramir's house after they mistakenly shoot Gollum.  
7. Gandalf is a stupendously powerful martial arts master with a white beard that he 
fiddles with all the time. He teaches Eowyn the Five-Point-Palm Exploding Heart 
Technique.  
6. Aragorn cuts Boromir's ear off.  
5. After capturing Merry and Pippin, Ugluk says "Bring in the gimp." to Grishnakh.  
4. Frodo and Sam sneak out the back of Cirith Ungol as the Orcs all kill each other 
(hmmm...).  
3. Aragorn goes on a date with Arwen in Lothlorien. They have a long conversation 
about types of milkshakes, then he saves her life when she takes a miruvor 
overdose.  
2. Instead of ending with a wedding, the story begins with one, at which everyone 
except Eowyn dies.  
1. Wormtongue works in a strip club. 
 

Top Ten Alternate Return Of The King 
Lines 

 
10. Sauron's last words: "I am damn unsatisfied to be killed in this way."  
9. Aragorn at the Black Gate: "FREEEEEEEDOOOMMMMM!"  
8. Sam to Shelob: "Get away from him, you bitch!"  
7. Pippin (singing): "Grey skies are gonna clear up, put on a happy face..."  
6. Gollum in the lava: "I'M MEEEELLLLLTINNNNG!"  
5. Sam at the Crack of Doom: "I'll never let go, Mr. Frodo. I'll never let go."  
4. Frodo when he wakes up in Minas Tirith: "Rosebud?"  
3. Gimli and/or Legolas at the Paths of the Dead: "I see dead people."  
2. Ugly Orc Leader during the Rohirrim charge: "RUN AWAY!"  
1. Elrond to Aragorn when he removes his hood: "Well hello there, Mr. Anderson." 
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Life: A Traditional Lyric 
Anna Vaninskaya 

 
A trembling star I’ll take from evening heavens, 

A dewy flower from the morning glades, 
Upon my brow and in my hair I’ll set them, 
And wander forth before the daylight fades. 

 
Beside the springs of Spring I’ll see love growing, 

And from the sea of Summer I’ll drink deep, 
Joy’s song I’ll hear upon the hills of Autumn, 

In Winter valleys I’ll go seeking sleep. 
 

But oh! the stars are e’er so far above me, 
The flowers wither when I pluck them up, 

Long is the road that leads to hills and valleys, 
Dry are the springs by which I meant to stop. 

 
Before I go there’s much that still needs doing. 

First must I sift the days and reap the years, 
Then weave a shroud and watch the darkness thicken 

So I can wash it clean with many tears. 
 

And then perhaps with coal instead of diamonds, 
With weeds instead of roses will I dight 

My hair and gown, and cast my shroud upon me, 
And wander forth into the fading light. 
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The Willow-May 
Anna Vaninskaya 

 
On a hill top far away, 

On a hill top cold and high, 
Grows a slender willow-may 
‘Neath a still and silent sky. 

 
To the west the ocean waves, 
To the east the pine trees tall, 

To the south the darkling caves, 
To the north the mountain wall. 

 
Evening dark and morning bright, 
Stands and sways the willow-may, 

Weaves her leaves with beads of light, 
Hides her roots in brown clay. 

 
White and gold her flowers shine, 
Sweet their scent in mist and rain, 
Fruit she bears that turns to wine, 

Wine to sooth a pilgrim’s pain. 
 

But no pilgrims now wend 
To her lonely hilltop shrine, 

All in vain the branches bend 
Laden with their fruit divine. 

 
For well-nigh a thousand years 

Has she stood there, slender may, 
Gone her hopes, and gone her fears, 

So she lives from day to day. 
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Some New Filks 
Chris Joseph, Kathryn Muirhead, Peggy Brett 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth!  (To "Rule Britannia") 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth! Lord Morgoth rules the land. 

Darkness reaches ever outward from Angband. 
 

When Melkor first at his demand 
Arose from out the motley choir, 

He first brought darkness, brought darkness on the land 
And all of Arda felt his ire. 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth! etc. 

 
The nations not so strong as thee 

Shall in their turns to Morgoth fall; 
While thou shalt humble, humble the great and free, 

The dread and envy of them all. 
 

Hail, Lord Morgoth! etc. 
 

Still more majestic shalt thou rise, 
More dreadful with each fallen foe, 

As the loud blast, the blast that tears the skies 
Serves to recall thy hammer blow. 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth! etc. 

 
To thee belongs the blasted plain; 
To the mountains and the mine. 

All thine shall be, shall be the subject main, 
And every shore it circles, thine. 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth! etc. 
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Thee haughty Manwe ne'er shall tame: 
All his attempts to bend thee down 

Will but arouse, arouse thy vengeful flame; 
But work his woe and thy renown. 

 
Hail, Lord Morgoth! etc. 

 
Gondolin (to "John Brown's Body") 

 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the fall of Gondolin 

Where the balrogs and the dragons took the pass to let us in. 
Maeglin ratted, told us all, and we knew that we could win: 

Morgy`s army marches on. 
 

Morgy`s army comes to slaughter. 
Give our enemies no quarter! 

Kill the lord, but keep his daughter 
When our army marches on. 

 
Balrogs set the buildings burning while the dragons fanned the flames. 

Then we hid beside the highway and we straightened up our aims, 
'coz the crossbow bolts still kill them if the fire only maims. 

Morgy`s army marches on! 
 

We carried on like cannibals (though some say it's a sin): 
Roasted corpses in their armour just to keep the juices in. 

When we left the ruins smoking none of us was quite so thin; 
Morgy`s army marches on. 

 
The Darkening of Valinor (To "I Vow to Thee, my Country") 

 
I vow to thee, Lord Melkor, above the Valar great, 

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my hate. 
The hate that never falters, the hate that stands the test, 

That lays upon the altar the greatest and the best. 
The hate that asks no questions, the hate that claims a price, 

The hate that heaps up corpses in wanton sacrifice. 
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And there's another country I've heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her, but we want her to go. 
We do not count her armies, we do not fear her King. 
Her fortresses we blow apart: her pride is suffering. 

And stone by stone, and silently, her shining bounds decrease, 
For her ways are ways of gentleness, and soon we'll make them cease. 

 
(To the chorus of "Stars and Stripes Forever") 

 
Hurrah for the Orc and the Troll, 

May they slave for the Dark Lord forever: 
Goons in battle, in siege, on patrol, 

Footsoldiers of the Night. 
Let elf-lords remember the day 

When his minions, with mighty endeavour, 
Proclaimed as they mastered the fray 

That by their might (for might makes right) 
He rules forever. 

 
Morgy`s Army (to "The Drunken Sailor") 

 
Come, join Morgy`s army! 
Underneath the shadow. 

 
What shall we do with the traitress spider? 

Stop her food and pull her legs off. 
 

What shall we do with Feanaro? 
With that name he's got it coming. 

 
What shall we do with that bimbo Luthien? 

Make her strip and dance for orcses. 
 

What shall we do with Beren One-Hand? 
Wolves eat fingers, feet... and worse bits. 
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What shall we do with Hurin's children? 
Leave `em to the dragons and each other. 

 
What shall we do with Gondolin city? 

Dive bomb the place with drunken balrogs. 
 

What shall we do with the sons of Feanor? 
Sculpt their hair into green Mohicans. 

 
What shall we do with the old bore Manwe? 

Make him star in bad slash porn-fics. 
 

What shall we do with the whole of Arda? 
Burn it flat, then have a piss-up. 

 
The Angband steward's stores (to "The Quartermaster's Stores") 

 
There is soup, soup, making Peggy whoop...[1] 

There are snails, snails, leaving purple trails...[1] 
There is booze, booze, for when the elf-kings lose... 

There is bread, bread, heavier than lead... 
There is wine, wine, to make your armour shine... 
There are rings, rings, for lots of different things... 

There is rope, rope, for hoists (or so we hope)... 
There's a hand, hand, of Mithros, dried in sand... 

There is horse, horse, that couldn't stay the course... 
There are spies, spies, Eagles baked in pies...[2] 

There are Elves, Elves, tinned and stacked on shelves... 
There is Orc, Orc, labelled up as Pork... 

There is lamb, lamb, or maybe it was Man... 
 
[1] in-jokes that people who haven't been around Oxford for the 
   last couple of years might find mystifying :) 
[2] I think Colly deserves most of the credit for this one; it was 
   the pranged eagle pate that inspired it :) 
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Tengwar Word Search Solutions 
Sara Sharpton 

 
1.b r n d y b c k z x 3.c b 
p p x 2.g n d l f s s h c 
x q 6.b v 7.f l 14.m g 9.t y b d 
4.g x g z m y n q h h b f 
5.l n g b r d d w r v s g 
t j n x z y b k n y l h 
h s s n r l r n g p q j 
n j m d s t g v w x y k 
l r m l 8.s x s z t b d l 
f g h m j 13.c r t h g l m 
m n p t p r v 10.b l r g n 
s v 12.w n g l 11.t x y z j p 

 
 

1. Brandybuck 
2. Gandalf 
3. Chubbs 
4. Gilthoniel 
5. long beard dwarves 
6. Baggins 
7. foamriders 
8. silmaril 
9. Thuringwethil 
10.  balrog 
11.  Tavros 
12.  Wingelot 
13.  Cirith 
14.  Mundburg 
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Debate: Can Fantasy Be Successfully 
Dramatised? 

Transcription of the “Pro” Speech by Anna Vaninskaya 
 
With due respect to the Professor, it must be said that he was not always 
right.  Logically speaking, the fact that there have been no entirely successful 
adaptations to date does not imply that there can never be any.  Besides, 
dramatisation is not just the adaptation of print to screen or radio.  A 
dramatisation of fantasy could equally mean an original work of fantasy in a 
dramatic medium.  And why should this be impossible?  Can one not 
portray wonder, beauty, enchantment, whatever else makes fantasy 
distinctively itself, in a visual form?  On the contrary, with all the resources 
of art, music, and the natural world at its command, and the same human 
literary talent that creates fantasy in books, is not modern cinematic art 
potentially the most effective vehicle for the expression of fantasy?  It can 
produce a secondary world with all the realistic vividness of that Faerian 
drama which Tolkien held in awe.  If it has no other redeeming feature, 
modern technology has endowed us with the skill of the Elves in creating 
beautiful objects, because it enhances and brings together all the human 
talents.  We can write a story and watch it come to life before us – it is what 
Tolkien himself desired most ardently.  And if the story is wholly new and 
appears before us for the first time in dramatic form, who is to say that it 
cannot be as powerful, as beautiful, and as profound as the Lord of the Rings, 
especially if it is another Tolkien who creates it?  C. S. Lewis once defined 
myth as something that retains its numinous quality regardless of the 
medium in which it is first apprehended.  The story of Orpheus, he says, 
loses nothing whether it is encountered in Ovid, in a comic strip, or in a 
classical dictionary.  True fantasy is myth in this sense: if it cannot be 
dramatised, it is not fantasy. 
 
Final Vote: 
 
  Yes No 
Adaptation 16 7 
All Drama 20 3 
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